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Banga NextGen Wishes You

A Very Happy Holidays!

Welcome and Thank You to our Donors! 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Banga NextGen 
newsletter! We’re glad to have you with us, and we invite you 
to check out our most recent issue of Ki Khobor. In case you 
missed the first edition, click here!



We hope everyone enjoyed a restful holiday season and is 
looking ahead to a healthy, joyful, and prosperous 2026. We 
extend our heartfelt thanks to our generous donors for 
making Banga NextGen possible. Your support has helped 
create a space where young people can learn, connect, 
and grow while staying deeply rooted in culture and 
community.



Because of your belief in this mission, Banga NextGen 
continues to nurture leadership, creativity, and 
opportunity for the next generation. We are truly grateful 
for your generosity and for the lasting impact you are 
helping to build.



With appreciation,

The Banga NextGen Team
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Meet the NextGen CORE Bondhus!

Aratrika Dey - Cultural Coordinator
Tell us about yourself and your role in BNG.

I am the cultural coordinator for BNG, which means I ideate, oversee, and execute the cultural activities to make sure our talents, culture, and heritage are being 
recognized and spread within our community and beyond! 

As a BNG Leader, what does this community mean to you and what made you want to be a part of it?

For me, community represents pride. Pride in who we are, our roots, our history as well as our future. Community gives us the most valuable foundation for preserving 
our pride for generations to come.

What do you like best about your Bengali identity/background/heritage?

I absolutely love that we Bengalis give so much importance to the arts. Be it literature, poetry, dance, music, or theater, Bengalis are the always the first to embrace the 
arts. 

What are your interests outside BNG?

Outside BNG I perform as a vocalist, post music content on social media, write poetry occasionally, and watch every romcom under the sun! 

What is your favorite Bengali food?


Bhaat Mangsho (Chicken of course)

Sohom Sen - Membership Lead
Tell us about yourself and your role in BNG.

I’m the Membership Coordinator for Banga NextGen! I helped launch our membership program and also organize all types of events, from exclusive member-only 
gatherings to our main community events.

As a BNG Leader, what does this community mean to you and what made you want to be a part of it?

I wanted to be a part of this community because it allows me to bring people together, especially those who are second generation Bengalis. There are many people 
who I've known by name, but never got a chance to interact with them. However, since being a leader in BNG, I am able to connect with more Bengali Americans 
through our membership and events.

What do you like best about your Bengali identity/background/heritage?

My relationship with my American and Bengali identities feels strong and well-balanced. A lot of that comes from my parents, who always made sure I stayed 
connected to Bengali traditions and understood their value. I’ve always been social and surrounded by different Bengali communities and friend groups, so 
embracing my culture was never something I struggled with.





Even when I went to college in upstate New York, where the South Asian population was much smaller than what I was used to in New Jersey, I never felt embarrassed 
or hesitant about being Bengali-American. I kept practicing my traditions, and I shared parts of my culture with the people around me. Some of my non-South Asian 
friends even got to try my parents’ Bengali cooking, and they genuinely loved it.

What are your interests outside BNG?

Mostly anything to do with music, from producing, playing the keyboard, to DJing. I also like to do photography and videography work! I am also a HUGE gamer.

What is your favorite Bengali food?


Obviously Pathar Mangsho, no contest. 

Roddur Dasgupta - Mentorship Lead
Tell us about yourself and your role in BNG.

Sure! I'm a 25 year old software engineer and music producer living in Chinatown. As for my role at BNG, I'm the Community Engagement Coordinator. That means I'm in 
charge of our organization’s volunteering events including our mentorship program. Last year I was the Youth Coordinator, and this year I want to expand my reach to 
bigger and more frequent events where we can get together as a community and do social good while having fun and connecting!

As a BNG Leader, what does this community mean to you and what made you want to be a part of it?

This community has provided me a strong network of supportive and truly caring friends who keep me in touch with my Bengali culture and roots, as well as support 
me in all of my endeavors. Having moved to the east coast from California only 2.5 years ago, it means so much to me that I was embraced without hesitation and 
made to feel so welcome so immediately! It's central to why I want to carry that energy forward and continue to connect the next generation of Bengali Americans.

What do you like best about your Bengali identity/background/heritage?

I love how much we value and celebrate the arts — music, dance, poetry, literature, theater and acting, visual arts — we love and prioritize it all alongside our 
education and professional lives. And I'm so grateful for that! 

What are your interests outside BNG?

My greatest love is music. I grew up playing tabla and piano, and am now learning to sing and play guitar, but mostly I love to produce my own music on my computer! 
Sohom also recently got me into DJing which is a ton of fun. Outside of music, I like cooking, weightlifting, chess, and playing basketball. 

What is your favorite Bengali food?


Savory: pathar mangsho with bhath  


Sweet: a good payesh without additives (no kishmish please)

Anything else you’d like to share?

I just released my first single on all major music platforms, and it's in Bangla! The song is called "shopnoye" and it's under my artist name, "boi rd". I would love if you 
checked it out :)

Sam Ghosh - Social Coordinator
Tell us about yourself and your role in BNG.

Social Coordinator

As a BNG Leader, what does this community mean to you and what made you want to be a part of it?

The community to me is a source of social and cultural wealth. I wanted to be a part of it because I had lost touch with my heritage and wanted to reconnect back to 
it. 

What do you like best about your Bengali identity/background/heritage?

Durga Puja for sure! 

What is your relationship between your American and Bengali identities?

To be honest, for a long time I had severed the link between my two halves. As I’ve grown older and made more friends, I’ve realized I shouldn’t keep them estranged. 

What are your interests outside BNG?

I love tech and photography and I download way too many weird albums! 

What is your favorite Bengali food?


Khichuri

Anything else you’d like to share?

Come to my social events! There should be one soon!

BNG Events

Ki Holo - Past Events

September 27, 2025: ECCA Durga Pujo

October 4 & 5, 2025: GSCA Durga Pujo

October 12, 2025: Maitree Durga Pujo

November 14, 2025: Adda & Aux

November 22, 2025: Banga NextGen Members Bondhusgiving

Members Bondhusgiving - Click here if you are interested in becoming a member!

Adda & Aux Recap

Stay tuned for Adda & Aux vol. 2!

Performances by:

sennatra (@sennatramusic)

boi rd (@boi__rd)

Milan Thacker (@musicbymilan)

The event took place in Brooklyn and featured a high energy EDM set blended with 
Bollywood remixes and popular hits. The night concluded with a dynamic back to 
back set showcasing throwbacks, Top 40 favorites, and Bollywood tracks, creating an 
electric atmosphere that kept the crowd fully engaged. The energy was high 
throughout, and the audience had an unforgettable experience, highlighted by DJ Boi 
RD debuting his latest track, “Shopnoye.”

Pictures captured by Ishita Kundu

sennatra’s Set boi rd’s Set

We want to thank our special donors for making Adda & Aux happen:

Bobby Ray | Devraj Mukherjee | Sam Ghosh

Durga Pujo Debrief

GSCA (Garden State Cultural Association)
We all played a part in putting together and setting up/presenting the Durga Pujo workshop 
for kids, along with a word search and Kahoot at the end. At GSCA we tabled for the org.

Maitree
At Maitree we handed out newsletters and fliers with our organization's info in addition to 
engaging the kids and parents about Durga Pujo and its significance. 

ECCA
BNG put together a cultural program and performed it (RD Burman Tribute" - Sohom on keyboard 
and Shankhadip/Aratrika on vocals. We also tabled there with Disari joining as well.

Christmas in Kolkata

Calcutta & Christmas Cake

Origins
Christmas, or “Boro Din” as it is sometimes called among us Bengalis, is a major holiday in Kolkata. Celebrations are not limited to Christians — in fact, you’ll see the entire city lit up and partaking 

in the festivities. Christmas in Kolkata has its roots in the city’s colonial past, dating back to the late 17th and 18th centuries, when the British East India Company established Calcutta as its capital. 

Alongside British officials came missionaries, Anglo-Indians, and other Christian communities who built some of India’s earliest churches, including St. John’s Church and St. Paul’s Cathedral. Over 

time, Christmas moved beyond church walls and became woven into the cultural fabric of the city, embraced not only by Christians but also by people of all faiths as a shared celebration of joy, 

generosity, and community.

One of the most popular traditions in Kolkata is the creation and consumption of fruit and plum cakes. This tradition originated in England in the Middle Ages, where, on Christmas Eve, people 

would consume a porridge made of oats, dried fruit, spices, and sometimes meat. Eventually, over time, this meal morphed into its current form of cake and became something to be eaten on the 

12th day of Christmas (January 5th). Queen Victoria banned celebrations on the 12th night though, and the tradition thus became to eat this cake on Christmas. 



When the British arrived in India, they still wanted their Christmas cake, and so in 1883, Brit Murdoch Brown asked Keralite baker Mambally Bapu if he could recreate a plum cake (which funnily 

enough, doesn’t include what we today consider plums). This delicacy then spread across India and eventually reached Kolkata. Two of the most famous, long-standing places to purchase these 

cakes today are Nahoum’s and Sons in New Market founded in 1902 and Park Street’s Flury’s. Many, especially amongst the Anglo-Indian population, even bake their own cakes with fruit they’d 

marinated themselves over the previous months and years. Another tradition associated with these cakes is “cake mixing”, where groups of people come together to mix the cakes in the weeks and 

months leading up to the holiday season, as the mixing needs to start a few months before it’s time to eat this delicacy.  



Of course, this feature wouldn’t be complete without a personal story. My family, whenever in Kolkata around the holiday season, makes it a goal to stop by Nahoum’s to pick up cake and bring 

some home to enjoy in the weeks and months to come. 



If you’re ever in Kolkata around this time of year and haven’t yet tried a Kolkata Christmas Cake, it’s never too late! Let us know your thoughts about these cakes in our WhatsApp Adda group!

Where it’s Celebrated
The heart of Christmas celebrations in Kolkata is Park Street, often called the city’s Christmas capital. From December onward, the entire stretch is transformed with elaborate lights, decorations, 

and bustling crowds. Nearby areas such as Bow Barracks, known for its Anglo-Indian heritage, and churches across Central and South Kolkata host Midnight Mass, carol singing, and festive 

gatherings. Bakeries, cafes, and restaurants throughout the city join in, making Christmas a citywide experience rather than one confined to specific neighborhoods.

Uniqueness of Kolkata’s Christmas
What makes Christmas in Kolkata unique is its unmistakably inclusive and multicultural character. The festival blends Western traditions with local Bengali sensibilities, from plum cakes and roast 

dinners to street food, music, and spontaneous celebrations that last late into the night. People dress up, stroll through illuminated streets, take photos, and share meals regardless of religious 

background. The result is a celebration that feels less formal and more communal, where Christmas becomes not just a religious event but a vibrant expression of Kolkata’s spirit of openness and 

festivity.

Pictures by @nandanaunofficial, @heyy_nobin_45, @whatshot_kolkata and @nilvsnil
on Instagram


Pictures from: The Gourmet Glutton, RNMitra on iStock, Telegraph India, Nyssa on Wordpress

Interior of Flurys Park Street

Thank you for reading our Holiday edition of Ki Khobor! Stay tuned for the next edition! If you are 
interested in joining BNG, click here.
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